
EXPLANATION OF ABSENCE:
 1—Official Buisiness
 2—Necessarily Absent
 3—Illness
 4—Other

SYMBOLS:
 AY—Announced Yea
 AN—Announced Nay
 PY—Paired Yea
 PN—Paired Nay

YEAS (99) NAYS (0) NOT VOTING (1)

Republican       Democrats       Republicans Democrats  Republicans Democrats

(52 or 100%)       (47 or 100%)       (0 or 0%) (0 or 0%) (1) (0)
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Compiled and written by the staff of the Republican Policy Committee—Don Nickles, Chairman
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SENATE RECORD VOTE ANALYSIS
104th Congress April 30, 1996, 3:55 p.m.

2nd Session Vote No. 93 Page S-4399  Temp. Record

MOHAMMED ABBAS EXTRADITION/Passage

SUBJECT: A resolution urging the extradition to the United States of Mohammed Abbas . . . S. Res. 253. Passage. 

ACTION: RESOLUTION AGREED TO, 99-0

SYNOPSIS: As passed, S. Res. 253 will urge the appropriate foreign government to detain and extradite Mohammed Abbas
for the murder of Leon Klinghoffer. In 1986, Mohammed Abbas planned, trained, and financed the seizure by

Palestinian Liberation Front terrorists of the Achille Lauro cruise ship. After the ship was seized, the terrorists executed an unarmed,
70-year-old passenger in a wheelchair who was a Jewish-American citizen, and then threw his body overboard.

Those favoring passage contended:

Ten years have passed since the brutal murder of Leon Klinghoffer by Arab terrorists. Mohammed Abbas, otherwise known as
Abu Abbas, was the leader of the Palestinian Liberation Front, which committed the murder after it seized the Achille Lauro cruise
ship in a terrorist attack. Due to his role in masterminding the attack, Abbas was tried and convicted in absentia by an Italian court
for the murder of Mr. Klinghoffer. Abu Abbas has yet to be brought to justice, however. Just last week, he surfaced in Gaza for a
meeting of the Palestine National Council, at which he was quoted as saying that Mr. Klinghoffer was killed because he "had started
to incite the passengers" against the terrorists and that his killing was a "mistake." We are disgusted by those statements. It is a sick
lie to say that a 70-year-old, unarmed man in a wheelchair posed a threat to heavily armed terrorists, and Mr. Klinghoffer's murder
was much more than a "mistake." It was an evil crime against an American citizen that must be punished. We therefore strongly
support this resolution to urge the United States Government to seek the detention and extradition of Mohammed Abbas.

No arguments were expressed in opposition to passage.
 


